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November 6, 2009  
 

 

GOVERNOR BEEBE TO GIVE VETERANS DAY ADDRESS 

 

AT STATE CAPITOL 
 
The Arkansas Department of Veterans Affairs will present a Veterans Day Ceremony on Wednesday, 

November 11th at 11:00 a.m. at the State Capitol.  This ceremony is to honor all veterans who have, and 

are serving this nation, both in war and in peace.  Governor Mike Beebe will give the Veterans Day 

address.  Command Sergeant Major Deborah Collins of the Arkansas Army National Guard will be the 

Master of Ceremonies.  Also, in attendance will be Senator Blanche Lincoln, Senator Mark Pryor, 

Congressman Vic Snyder, Lieutenant Governor Bill Halter, Attorney General Dustin McDaniel, Major 

General William Wofford, Adjutant General of the Arkansas National Guard, Colonel Greg Otey, 

Commander of the 19
th
 Airlift Wing at Little Rock Air Force Base, Little Rock Mayor Mark Stodola, 

Jacksonville Mayor Gary Fletcher, as well as representatives of all state military and veterans’ 

organizations.  

 

This year will be the 91st anniversary of the signing of the WWI armistice. In 1918 a truce was signed 

and recognized on the 11th day of the 11th month at the 11th hour.  In 1938 this day became known as 

Armistice Day and in 1954 Congress passed an Act to recognize all veterans and changed the name to 

what we now know as Veterans Day.  Today, only one surviving WWI veteran remains in the United 

States, Mr. Frank Buckles.   

 

This observance will be held on the second level of the rotunda at the State Capitol.  The 106th Arkansas 

Army National Guard Band will be providing the music and the Arkansas Army National Guard Color 

Guard will be posting the colors.  

 

It is a State Holiday and there will be plenty of parking available.  The tunnel entrance will be open with 

internal elevators to the second floor.  Wheelchair access is available through this entrance as well.  

 

We encourage everyone to honor our veterans each and every day, but we especially look forward to 

honoring our nation’s veterans on this day.  The sacrifices they and their families have made for our 

country is great and their passion and commitment to protecting our country even greater.      

 

Everyone is invited to attend this ceremony to honor our veterans.  It is a special day and we wish to 

thank all our veterans who have sacrificed for our country.  If you have any questions regarding this 

event please contact Susan King at 501-370-3820 or susan.g.king@arkansas.gov. 


